
   

	 Registration	is	now	open	for	the	Northwest	Dodge	
Dealers	 Pacific	 Amateur	 Golf	 Classic,	 set	 for	 Sept.	
26-Oct.	1	at	some	of	Central	Oregon’s	top	courses,	
including	Eagle	Crest	Resort	(right).	For	more,	see	the	
web	site	pacamgolf.com

Pacific Amateur now taking
signups for event this year

	 Your	ball	lies	in	a	bunker	and	a	fellow	
competitor	 inadvertently	 kicks	 a	 pine	
cone	which	now	lies	directly	in	front	of	
your	ball.		Are	you	permitted	to	remove	
it?	See	answer	on	Page	2.
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Play golf America
Day at Riverbend

former uw husky
golfer wins first
time on nationwide
	 Former	 University	 of	 Washington	
golfer	and	Pacific	Northwest	native	Alex	
Prugh	won	for	the	first	time	on	the	PGA’s	
Nationwide	Tour	when	he	captured	the	
New	Zealand	Nationwide	Tour	Open.
	 Prugh’s	blistering	back-nine	30	con-
tributed	to	an	8-under	64	that	pushed	
him	to	a	three-stroke	win	at	the	Michael	
Hill	New	Zealand	Open.	Prugh,	 a	24-
year	old	from	Spokane,	raced	past	the	
international	field	to	finish	at	19-under	
269	and	lead	the	American	contingent	
to	 a	 sweep	on	 the	Nationwide	Tour’s	
final	stop	of	a	swing	Down	Under.
	 “If	anything,	this	builds	a	lot	of	confi-
dence	for	me,”	said	Prugh,	who	collected	
$108,000	for	the	win.	“The	last	time	I	
felt	nerves	like	that	might	have	been	at	
the	Pacific	Coast	Amateur	in	2005	but	
there	were	no	leader	boards	there	and	
we	were	playing	in	front	of	30	people,	
not	 the	thousands	we	had	out	here.	 I	
definitely	thought	I’d	be	more	nervous	
coming	down	the	stretch.”
	 The	second-year	pro	becomes	the	
first	American	to	win	the	New	Zealand	
Open	Championship	since	Corey	Pavin,	
who	 captured	 back-to-back	 titles	 in	
1984-85.	
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 Riverbend	Golf	Course	in	Kent	will	
host	its	annual	Play	Golf	America	Day	
Saturday	April	18	with	a	variety	of	activi-
ties	for	golfers	young	and	old.
	 Events	are	scheduled	throughout	the	
day	at	Riverbend	at	the	driving	range,	
18-hole	course,	practice	area	and	the	
mini		putt	course.
	 Cost	 is	 free	 for	 all	 activities	 for	
Riverbend’s	Play	Golf	America	Day	which	
is	presented	by	the	PGA	of	America.
	 The	Play	Golf	America	Day	will	run	
from	8	a.m.	through	5	p.m.	with	activities	
for	the	entire	family.
	 For	more	 information	on	the	event	
call	253.854.3673.

 Bandon Dunes Golf Resort has announced 
that its fourth course, Old Macdonald, is 
now taking reservations for limited “preview 
play” from April 1 to October 1, 2009.
 Designed by Tom Doak and his associate 
Jim Urbina, Old Macdonald will be open first 
to past and current resort guests wishing to 
preview the course on a 10-hole loop for a 
rate of $110. Only 32 players per day will 
be allowed on the course.
 The full 18-hole course is set to open June 
1, 2010. The design and strategies of each 
hole can be linked to the design attributes 
by the course’s namesake and the “father” of 
American golf course architecture, Charles 
Blair Macdonald.
 Old Macdonald will augment the three 
courses at this resort on Oregon’s southern 
Pacific Coast: Bandon Dunes, designed by 
David McLay Kidd; Pacific Dunes by Tom 
Doak; and Bandon Trails by Bill Coore and 
Ben Crenshaw.
 Golfers interested in previewing Old 
Macdonald or visiting Bandon Dunes Golf 
Resort should call 888/345-6008 or visit 
www.bandondunesgolf.com.

new in the nw: wine Valley golf Bandon Dunes
set to unveil its
fourth course:
old Macdonald

 There	may	not	have	been	many	
new	golf	course	openings	around	
the	 Pacific	 Northwest	 recently,	
but	 that	will	change	 this	spring	
when	Wine	Valley	Golf	Club	 in	
Walla	 Walla,	 Wash.	 opens	 up	
for	play	this	month.	The	course,	
designed	 by	 Dan	 Hixson,	 will	
feature	a	wine	theme	and	a	links-
style	layout.	For	more,	please	see	
inside	this	section	of	Inside	Golf	
Newspaper.	

 Seattle native Fred Couples has been 
named the Honorary Chairman of the 2010 
U.S. Senior Open, to be held at Sahalee
Country Club, July 26 - Aug. 1, 2010 – the 
first U.S. Senior Open he will be eligible 
to play in on the Champions Tour.
 Couples was asked to serve in this capac-
ity by the championship’s local organizing 
committee, headed by Chris Falco, and the 
Sahalee membership led by club founders 
Gene Lynn and Mike Jonson. 
 “We approached Fred to serve in this 
capacity because we wanted to honor his 
lifelong commitment to the game of golf 

couples named honorary chairman
of 2010 us senior open at sahalee

and his connection to Seattle and the North-
west,” said Falco. 
 By serving as the Honorary Chairman, 
Couples will aid in the promotion of the 
championship by appearing in a ticket sales 
advertising campaign. He will also host an 
exhibition during the week of the champi-
onship, in which he will provide swing tips 
and give demonstrations to the spectators.
 Couples will become eligible for the 
Champions Tour on Oct. 3, 2009, when he 
celebrates his 50th birthday. Couples has 
earned a one-time exemption into the 2010 
U.S. Senior Open by winning the Masters.

Port Ludlow decides
to close its Trail nine
 Port Ludlow Resort on Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula is now just an 18-hole 
course after course officials decided to 
close its Trail Nine.
 The Trail Nine opened for play in 1992 
amidst controversy, with some saying it 
was too hard and too challenging. Some 
changes were made through the years 
with design work from original architect 
Robert Muir Graves but course officials 
say the course is being closed because of 
the current economic climate. However, 
the course could re-open in future years 
with an improved economy.
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 Answer:		Yes.		You	are	entitled	to	the	lie	
you	had	when	your	ball	came	to	rest.		Now	
what	if	the	wind	blows	a	pine	cone	there	or	
you	kick	the	pine	cone	to	this	position	in	front	
of	your	ball.	?		Bad		news.		Play	hard!
	
		 •	Editor’s	note:	Thanks	to	Paul	Lucien	
for	his	rules	insights.

Just thinking: Too bad about Trail 9 
at Ludlow; 20 years for Jorgensen
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Port Ludlow’s Trail Nine offered some challenging and scenic golf holes to play.

 I	remember	when	Port	Ludlow	Resort	
first	opened	 its	Trail	Nine,	way	back	 in	
1992.	 I	 remember	standing	on	the	first	
tee	and	thinking	‘man,	this	is	a	hard	tee	
shot.”	And	it	didn’t	really	get	any	easier	
after	that.
	 And	that’s	what	made	the	Trail	Nine	fun	
at	Port	Ludlow.	Every	hole	was	different.	
Every	hole	was	a	challenge.	It	just	wasn’t	
a	pitch	and	putt.	It	was	tough	golf.
	 But	now,	it’s	golf	that’s	gone.
	 Port	 Ludlow	 Resort	 announced	 re-
cently	 that	 it	 is	 shutting	down	 the	Trail	
Nine	and	wanting	 to	concentrate	more	
on	its	Tide	and	Timber	Nines.	The	resort	
cited	a	bad	economy	as	one	of	the	main	
factors	for	shutting	down	the	Trail	Nine	
and	I	can	understand	that.
	 I	 just	don’t	 like	 it.	 I	might	have	been	
one	of	the	few	golfers	who	liked	the	Trail	
Nine.	It	was	a	series	of	holes	designed	
by	Robert	Muir	Graves	that	challenged	
every	club	in	the	bag.	People	whined	about	
the	Trail	Nine	for	being	too	tough	when	
it	first	opened	and	the	resort	did	make	a	
few	changes	to	soften	the	layout	through	
the	years.
	 The	Trail	Nine	started	out	tough	and	
stayed	 that	 way.	 And	 there	 was	 some	
great	sights	along	the	way,	including	the	
view	from	the	par-3	second	hole	where	
you	could	see	part	of	Puget	Sound	as	a	
backdrop.		The	next	hole	really	got	people	
fired	up,	a	downhill	par-5	where	you	had	
to	play	it	once	or	twice	to	figure	out	how	
to	lay	up	or	go	for	it.
	 I	always	try	and	hit	Port	Ludlow	at	least	
once	 a	 year	 because	 of	 the	 quality	 of	
the	course	and	because	it’s	just	a	great	
getaway.	But	I	will	miss	the	Trail	Nine.	I	
will	miss	losing	golf	balls	and	I	will	miss	
getting	 beat	 up	 for	 a	 couple	 of	 hours	

wondering	why	in	the	heck	am	I	playing	
this	nine	to	begin	with.
	 It	was	unique	golf.	Too	bad	it’s	gone.
	 •	If	you	haven’t	heard	the	name	Julius	
Jorgensen,	 you	 probably	 haven’t	 been	
around	 the	 Northwest	 golf	 scene	 for	
very	 long.	Jorgensen	 is	celebrating	his	

20th	year	in	the	golf	retail	business,	first	
starting	by	running	a	pro	shop	inside	the	
Columbia	Super	Range	in	Everett	back	in	
1989.	Five	years	later	Jorgensen	moved	
his	 shop	 to	 Mukilteo,	 a	 place	 where	 it	
has	been	ever	since.	He	has	done	plenty	
with	the	job.	In	addition	to	selling	equip-
ment,	he	runs	a	wildly	popular	golf	tour	
for	amateurs	(65	tournaments	each	year)	
and	gives	lessons.	
	 Along	with	his	wife	Diana,	who	is	a	co-
owner	of	the	shop,	the	pair	has	made	a	
name	for	themselves	in	the	golf	business	
in	the	Pacific	Northwest.
	 For	more	information	see	the	website	
jorgensengolf.com

	 Steve	Turcotte	is	editor	of	Inside	Golf	
Newspaper.	He	can	be	reached	at	sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.
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 The annual Central Oregon Shootout will 
be held April 24-26, 2009 at some of Central 
Oregon’s top golf courses.
 Aspen Lakes, Eagle Crest Resort and 
Black Butt Ranch have joined together to 
put on the Northwest’s top event featuring 
two-players teams.
 The teams will play in different formats 
including best-ball, scramble and chapmap 
at all three different courses.
 Entry deadline is April 14, 2009 or the 
first 150 teams. There will be six divisions 
for players with a maxaimum of six strokes 
separating the teammates.
 Entry fess includes greens fees, golf carts, 
range balls, tee gift, continental breakfast, 
lunch and merchandise payout. 
 For more information call any other three 
courses. Aspen Lakes at 541.549.4653; Black 
Butte Ranch at 541.595.1294 or Eagle Crest 
at 541.923.4653.

Riverbend team captures title
at Pro-Assistants Championship
 Head professional Marti O’Neill and 
assistant Josh Immordino came out on top 
in a three-hole playoff to win the Bushnell 
Pro-Assistants at Broadmoor Golf Club in 
Seattle. The two-round tournament featured 
teams of head professionals from the Pacific 
Northwest playing with their assistants.
 At the end of the two rounds three teams 
tied for first place, including O’Neill and 
Immordino from Riverbend, Greg Manley 
and Brian Thornton of Meridian Valley 
and Ryan Malby and Jess Roper of Village 
Greens. After the three holes, the team from 
Riverbend came out on top and earned the 

$2,500 first-place prize. The other teams 
earned $1,900 for finishing tied for second 
place in the tournament.

Golf Channel Amateur Tour
kicks off in the NW this spring
 The Golf Channel Amateur Tour with 
nearly 6,000 members participating in over 
600 events annually in approximately 70 
cities, is the largest private golf tour in the 
nation and will hit the Pacific Northwest this 
spring with a series of events.
 Membership to the tour is open to men 
and women golfers of all skill levels. Players 
are divided amongst six flights based on an 
initial verifiable handicap index. The flights 
are also categorized into Open and Senior 
divisions.
 The Seattle Tour begins its third season 
on a high note. According to Frank Fauls - 
Tour Director; “The local membership has 
doubled since 2007 and 2 of our players; 
James Howie (15th) of Lake Tapps and Philip 
Burton (19th) from Anacortes, finished in the 
top 20 of their respective flights at the 2008 
National Championships, held last October 
in Orlando.
 For more information on the Tour please 
visit the national web page:www.TheGOLF-
CHANNEL.com/AmateurTour  or contact: 
Frank Fauls 360.943.6353  ffauls@theaagt.
com.

WSU’s Palouse Ridge receives
Audubon Cooperative certification
 Washington State University’s Palouse 
Ridge Golf Club has received certification in 

Environmental Planning from the Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf 
Courses (ACSP), an international program 
administered by Audubon Interntional 
designed to help landowners preserve and 
enhance the environmental quality of their
property.
 The plan was developed by Todd Lupkes, 
golf course superintendent, who is also 
recognized for his effort to plan for envi-
ronmental stewardship.
 The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program for Golf Courses provides an ad-
visory service to help existing golf courses 
develop effective conservation and wildlife 
enhancement programs.  

Eugene Country Club assistant
passes six PGA certification tests
 With the latest rounds of the PGA Profi-
ciency Test completed , 34 PGA Profession-
als received 42 certifications from The Pro-
fessional Golfers’ Association of America 
(PGA) Certified Professional Program.
 Bill E. Morach of Eugene, Ore., achieved 
all six certifications by recently completing 
the Executive Management and Ownership/
Leasing courses. 

 Third Annual Sue Gifford 
Memorial tournament scheduled
 Carol and Tyrone Harding, managers of 
Ballinger Lake Golf Course in Mountlake 
Terrace, Wash., will be holding the 3rd an-
nual Sue Gifford Melanoma Memorial Golf 
Tournament on May 9. The event is to honor 
Carol Harding’s mother who passed away 
in 2003 from metastic melanoma.

 The event will be an 18-hole four-player 
scramble. Entry fee is $60 per person and 
includes continental breakfast, lunch, desert, 
green fees and competition prizes.
 Hole sponsorships are available for 
$100. 
 To participate, call the pro shop at 425-
697-4553 or visit www.ballingerlakegolf.
com.

Volunteers needed for 2010
U.S. Senior Open at Sahalee
 If you are a  member of the United States 
Golf Association, you are invited to sign 
up as a volunteer for the 2010 U.S. Senior 
Open Championship, July 26-Aug. 1, 2010, 
at Sahalee Country Club in Sammamish, 
Wash. This is a special opportunity for you 
to register in advance of the general public 
and secure your committee of choice.
 In 2010, the Senior Open will welcome 
Seattle’s own Fred Couples to the field as well 
as other Champions Tour greats like Ben Cren-
shaw, Hale Irwin, Tom Watson, Greg Norman 
and Peter Jacobsen. 
 More than 3,000 volunteers will be recruited 
to work on 30 different committees.
 For additional information, contact 
Catherine Heintz, 2010 U.S. Senior Open 
Volunteer Manager, at (425)868-8800, ext. 
362 or Catherine.Heintz@sahalee.com or 
call the Pacific Northwest Golf Association 
at 206.526.1238.
 In addition to the volunteer news, Couples 
has been named as honorary chairman of the 
event. The Open will use Couples as a spokes-
man when it comes to ticket sales and other 
important information.
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Central Oregon Shootout is a go for April 24-26;
Riverbend team captures Pro-Assistants crown
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nw players on the pro tours

Did you know….
 The	 WSGA	 is	 the	 only	 entity	 in	
Washington	 and	
Northern	 Idaho	
licensed	 by	 the	
USGA	 to	 rate	
golf	courses	and	
issue	their	USGA	
Course	and	Slope	
Ratings,	 which	
ensures	 that	 the	
portability	(the	ability	to	adjust	your	USGA	
Handicap	 Index	 to	 the	 difficulty	 of	 the	
course	you	are	playing)	of	your	handicap	
is	possible	–	enabling	golfers	of	different	
abilities	to	compete	equally	and	fairly	on	
any	golf	course	and	in	any	competition,	
whether	friendly	or	competitive.

	 All	golfers	who	
join	OGA	Member	
Clubs	in	2009	will	
receive	numerous	
new	member	ben-
efits.		In	addition	to	
GHIN	(the	USGA	Handicap	Index(r)
computation	available	only	through	golf	
associations),	 members	 will	 receive	
a	 free	round	of	golf	at	 the	OGA	Golf	
Course,	 a	 free	 one-year	 membership	
in	the	USGA,	a	free	OGA/USGA	bag	
tag,	a	 free	membership	 in	 the	Pacific	
Northwest	Golf	Association	along	with	
a	free	subscription	to	Pacific	Northwest	
Golfer	magazine.

	

 The 83rd Washington Open is set for May 
16-20 at Meridian Valley Country Club in 
Kent, Washington.  The Pacific Northwest 
Section is proud to have the support of many 
sponsors of what is widely known as the 
oldest professional golf event in the great 
State of Washington.  
 Sponsors celebrating the 83rd anniversary 
of this event with the Pacific Northwest 
Section are: Northwest Cable News, Ster-
ling Savings Bank, Golf Buddy, Cholula, 
Advanced H2O, Expeditors, Srixon, Barrons 
V Wines and Inside Golf.  Welcome! 
 This year’s charity is “tessera”.  Since 
incorporating in 2004 as Northwest Academy 
for Exceptional Children, tessera is a non-
profit organization committed to develop-
ing educational programs; promoting and 
developing residential living opportunities; 
and offering inclusive, community-based 
recreational and social activities for indi-
viduals with autism and other developmental 
disabilities.
 The Pacific Northwest Section would 
also like to extend its sincere thanks to the 
members and staffs at this year’s host venue, 
Meridian Valley CC.  Club President Mike 
Landry, Tournament Committee Chair Dale 
Allen, General Manager Craig McCrone, 
PGA Professional Greg Manley, Superin-
tendent Craig Benson and their respective 
staffs.  They’re very excited to see the return 
of the Washington Open to their facility.  
 Meridian Valley CC is definitely not 
unfamiliar with hosting this great champion-
ship…here is a look at the past champions 
that have claimed the Washington Open title 
at Meridian Valley CC: Mike Davis (1972), 
Chuck Milne (1976), Bill Porter (2002), 

Washington Open set for 
May at Meridian Valley 

Keith Coleman (2004) and Michael Combs 
(2005). 

Former PNGA Women’s Amateur
champion passes away in Florida
 Betty Jameson, the 1941 PNGA Women’s 
Amateur champion, passed away in Boynton 
Beach, Fla. She was 89.
 Jameson won back-to-back U.S. Women’s 
Amateur titles in 1939-40. She finished her 
amateur career with 14 victories, including 
the 1941 PNGA Women’s Amateur, held that 
year at Manito G&CC in Spokane. She also 
made it to the final match in the 1938 PNGA 
Women’s Amateur.

Washington golfer Nick Taylor
wins again; sets Husky record
 Washington golfer Nick Taylor is hav-
ing a record-setting season. The UW junior 
shot a 4-under 68 during the final round of 
the Oregon Duck Invitational to capture his 
third medalist honor of the season, topping 
the 78-player field.
 With the win, Taylor set a UW record by 
being the first golfer in school history to take 
three medalist honors in a season. Taylor 
passed Huskies great Brock Mackenzie 
(2001-04), who won two medalist honors 
during the 2001 season.
 Taylor led the Huskies, who placed a trio 
of golfers in the top 10, to their third team 
victory of the season as well. Other Huskies 
finishing in the top 10 were Richard Lee and 
Darren Wallace.
 The Washington State team finished 
seventh. 

Through events March 21, 2009

PgA Tour
	 •	Fred	Couples	•	Seattle	•	62nd	on	the	list	with	$349,695.
	 •	Ben	Crane	•	Portland	•		40th	on	the	list	with	$563,482.
	 •	Robert	Garrigus	•	Gresham	•	119th	on	the	list	with	$169,604.
	 •	Jeff	Quinney	•	Eugene	•	142nd	on	the	list	with	$109,251.
	 •	Ryan	Moore	•	Puyallup	•	76th	on	the	list	with	$274,813
	 •	Kirk	Triplett	•	Pullman	•	155th	on	the	list	with	$82,854.
nationwide Tour
	 •	Jeff	Gove	•	Seattle	•	9th	on	the	list	with	$67,196.
	 •	Michael	Putnam	•	Tacoma	•	63rd	on	the	list	with	$6,679.
	 •	Alex	Prugh	•	Spokane	•	1st	on	the	list	with	$127,303.
champions Tour
		 •	Peter	Jacobsen	•	Portland	•	No	events	yet.
	 •	Bob	Gilder	•	Corvallis	•	45th	on	the	list	with	$61,102.
LPgA Tour
	 •	Louise	Friberg	•	Univ.	of	Washington	•	69th	on	the	list	with	$13,388.
	 •	Tracy	Hanson	•	Post	Falls,	Idaho	•	No	events	yet.
	 •	Jimin	Kang	•	Seattle	•	47th	on	the	list	with	$28,875.
	 •	Paige	Mackenzie	•	Yakima	•	121st	on	the	list	with	$2,157.
	 •	Wendy	Ward	•	Edwall,	Wash.	•	67th	on	the	list	with	$14,128.
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Chambers Bay will re-do its challenging No. 4 green

 Taking no chances that golf course condi-
tions greatly improve over last year, The Golf 
Club at Newcastle management is taking 
immediate action to rehabilitate the public 
courses of China Creek and Coal Creek, 
postponing golf activities until the courses 
reopen mid-April and May 1, respectively. 
The Practice Facility, dining at Calcutta Grill 
and private function activities will remain 
unaffected, said Newcastle’s General Man-
ager David Hein.
 Several of the putting greens on both 
courses, previously comprised of bentgrass, 
will be resodded with Poa Annua grass, hav-
ing been proven successful in the Northwest 
to be conducive to cooler, wet weather. Poa 
Annua sod—produced commercially only 

Golf Club at Newcastle shuts down 
courses for extensive work on greens

in Canada and limited in availability—will 
ensure the courses’ full rehabilitation. New-
castle golfers can expect unprecedented 
conditions, Hein says.
 Last summer, extensive and thorough 
diagnostics revealed that the decline in 
putting green quality affecting certain areas 
of both Newcastle courses was a result of 
several physical, climatic and fungal condi-
tions as reported by Certified Golf Course 
Superintendent Scott Phelps. Because only 
partial areas on both courses were affected, 
management could have parceled out the 
rehabilitation process to keep limited golf 
activities open, but it recognized the impor-
tance of bringing all the greens to their full 
potential as soon as possible.

 If you haven’t heard the name Julius 
Jorgensen, you probably haven’t been 
around the Northwest golf scene for very 
long.  Julius entered the PGA program 
in 1980, working as an apprentice in 
the municipal, private country club and 
privately owned public settings before 
being elected to membership status with 
the PGA in 1985. 
 He then moved to the driving range 
business, in a partnership with two other 
owners, where he realized he could im-
pact more golfers as a merchandiser and 
teaching professional. In 1995 Julius 
opened Jorgensen Golf (a PGA approved 
off-course retail and teaching facility) 
with a long-term lease providing him the 

Jorgensen expands his golf business
time required to invest heavily in mer-
chandise and create a complete package 
of services from custom fitted name brand 
equipment to instruction utilizing a Full 
Swing simulator. The Tournament series 
has grown over the past 15 years to the 
present 65  event schedule with the purse 
in 2008 at $142,247.00. 
 This series has provided the avid golfer 
of all skill levels an opportunity to be 
successful by having a purse that pays 
equal gross and net payouts to 40% of 
the fields. For the year 2008, Jorgensen 
Golf contributed $120,000.00 in green fee 
revenue plus lodging, cart rentals, food, 
beverage and merchandise purchases to 
the Northwest area golf courses. 

 If you’ve played Chambers Bay Golf 
Course in University Place, Wash., you are 
well acquainted with the green on the par-5 
foruth hole. It slopes, it’s challenging and 
now, it’s going to be re-done.
 As the United States Amateur draws 
closer (scheduled for 2010) and the United 
States Open as well (scheduled for 2015), 
the course has will change the fourth green 
this spring. As a result, the fourth will now 
play as a par-4 instead of a par-5.
 The green was a severe sloping piece of 
land which would take balls to various spots 
on the green and some would eventually 
wind up in a bunker right next to the green 
– and those would be the good shots. The 
front edge of the green was also suffering 
from wear and tear.

 Work on the fourth green should be com-
pleted soon and the hole will be re-stored to 
its original par-5 shape. It will be a major 
change that will give the course a new look 
for the major events coming up.

John H. Moore Memorial 
Scramble set for Meadow Park
 On April 27th, 2008 the golfing family lost 
a beloved golfer and friend John H. Moore. 
He was an outstanding member of the golf 
community who spent his spare time mentor-
ing young golfers and volunteering his time 
on weekends learning golf course care, and 
management.  As a tribute to John, this May 
we are honoring him with the first annual 
John H. Moore Memorial Golf Scramble. 
 All proceeds from the tournament will 

benefit his son, Jonathan Moore’s college 
fund and the John H. Moore Junior Golf.
 The tournament will be held at Meadow 
Park Golf Course Sunday, May 17th at 
1:00pm 
 The event is open to all that would like to 
participate, even known golfers that would 
just simply like to be a part of a special day, 
you are welcome to join us! 
Any questions or inquires please contact, 
Durel Billy at 253.830.4496

LPGA will play for first time
in 26 year at Torrey Pines
 For the first time in 26 years, the LPGA 
Tour will hold a tournament at Torrey Pines 
in San Diego. City officials and representa-
tives from International Management Group 

have announced that the South Course at 
Torrey Pines, site of last year’s U.S. Open 
won by Tiger Woods, will host the $1 million 
Samsung World Championship September 
17-20.
 The 72-hole event, this year in its 29th 
edition, features 20 of the best players in 
women’s golf. The defending champion 
is Paula Creamer. Also to play will be the 
game’s top-ranked player, Lorena Ochoa of 
Mexico.
 The women will play the South at about 
6,700 yards, or about 80 yards longer than 
the white tees. 
 The LPGA Tour has requested the rough 
be 2½ to 3 inches, about the usual height 
during a regular week, and green speeds 
around 11 on the Stimpmeter.
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Wine Valley Golf Club
New course in Walla Walla will open this spring 
and features a course that lives up to its name
 Walla Walla, Washington is no stranger to 
new vintages.  The once-sleepy hamlet in the 
southeastern corner of the state has become 
one of the premier wine destinations in the 
United States.  
 But if you were looking to pair fine public-
access golf with wine touring and tasting, 
the pickings were slim.  The uncorking of 
Wine Valley Golf Club this spring changes 
all that.
 Wine Valley Golf Club, designed by 
Oregon native Dan Hixson blends immense 
scale, inspiring scenery and strategic chal-
lenges into a full-bodied golf experience.  
From the opening tee shot, where the golfer 
must choose how to negotiate the first of the 
course’s dramatic vertical-walled bunkers, 
to the rollicking descent of the final fairway, 
Wine Valley is a thrill ride in the great links 
tradition.  
 The course invites golfers to dig deep for 
creative approaches on fast, firm fairways 
and undulating greens.
 Shaped on a rich, rolling plain of fertile 
soils deposited by the Missoula Floods at the 
end of the last Ice Age, Wine Valley offers 
broad fairways to accommodate shifting 
breezes and multiple lines of play.
 “The last thing I wanted to do was to 
‘tell’ the golfer how to play this course,” 
architect Hixson says.  “For me, the fun in 
golf is in the uncertainty and the opportunity 
for different players to try different ways of 
getting the ball from here to there.”
 Some holes, like the short par-4 fourth, 
tempt long-hitters with the prospect of driv-

ing the green, but a gaping bunker to the 
left of the green punishes those who come 
up short in the quest for glory.  Meanwhile, 
a friendly angle to the target might give an 
advantage the shorter, more conservative 
player.
 “Oh yeah,” Hixson says.  “That’s the kind 
of decision I like to hand over to the player.  
You’ve got a chance for a two, but it could 
turn into a six before you even know what 
happened.”
 Wine Valley grew out of an evening of 
(fittingly) wine-fueled conversation between 
John Thorsnes, now a partner in the project 
and director of golf, and landowner Russ 
Byereley, whose family had long farmed the 
fields that have yielded one of the country’s 
most anticipated new courses.
 “Our goal was to build a course that 
could be fun for everybody,” Thorsnes says.  
“You’re not going to lose many golf balls 
out here.  You’re going hit plenty of fairways 
and have chances to run the ball up to most 
of the greens.  But don’t think that translates 
to ‘hit and hope.’  You’ve got to think your 
way around this course.”
 Wine Valley Golf Club (www.winevalley-
golfclub.com) opens this spring, stretching 
to 7,360 yards from the tips and playing to 
a par of 72.  
 Peak season - April 15 - October 15 - rates 
are $60 (Mon. - Thurs.) and $75 (weekends 
and holidays).  Carts are available, and 
walking is also permitted.  For more infor-
mation, contact the Wine Valley golf shop 
at 509.525.4653. Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla will open up for public play this spring.
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NW golfers flock to Seattle 
Golf Show to see what’s new

Thousands of Pacific Northwest golfers took a look around the Qwest Field Events Center to look at the 2009 Seattle Golf Show.

 The Seattle Golf Show continued to show 
why it’s the largest and most popular golf 
show on the West Coast during its recent 
run at the Qwest Field Events Center.
 There was plenty to see and do – including 
a large demo area where golfers could test 
drive the latest equipment. In addition, many 
courses and resorts around the Northwest 
showed what they have in store for 2009.
 There were also plenty of contests includ-
ing a long drive in a simulator, a longest putt 
putting contest and the Washington Putting 
Championships.
 Thousands of golfers came through the 
doors and also took advantage of a large 
discount center.
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The Lesson Tee: Don’t be intimidated by
someone watching your swing – it helps
 Last	 month	 you	 got	 the	 chance	 to	
read	about	Zach	Shriver	and	his	journey	
through	improving	his	golf	game	with	the	
help	 of	 Jeff.	 I	 (Katie	 Sharp)	 have	 also	
been	through	a	similar	journey	throughout	
the	last	five	years.	I	first	started	going	to	
Jeff	the	summer	between	my	freshman	
and	sophomore	year	of	high	school	when	
my	high	school	teammate	Blair	Ressler	
encouraged	me	to	pursue	golf.	At	first	I	
was	very	intimidated	by	the	whole	idea	of	
someone	looking	at	my	golf	swing	but	after	
a	couple	of	lessons,	it	became	a	highlight	
of	my	week.	As	I	improved	I	began	the	
process	of	creating	a	swing	and	playing	
style	that	was	unique	to	me.
	 I	 began	working	 for	him	at	his	sum-
mer	camps	where	I	got	the	opportunity	
to	meet	and	work	with	Mike	Adams	and	
Mike	Bender.	My	golf	game	continued	to	
improve	at	a	faster	rate	and	Jeff	encour-
aged	me	to	make	goals	and	take	the	time	
to	think	about	where	golf	fit	into	my	future.	
At	the	beginning	of	my	junior	year	of	high	
school	I	truly	learned	the	importance	of	
goal	setting.	 I	decided	that	 I	wanted	to	
win	the	Washington	State	High	School	
Championship	as	well	as	play	golf	in	col-
lege.	 So	 together	 we	 made	 a	 practice	
plan	that	would	allow	me	to	meet	those	
desires.
	 From	that	point	forward,	both	Jeff	and	
I	had	a	clear	 idea	about	what	 I	wanted	
from	golf.	With	that	in	mind	Jeff	pushed	
me	 to	not	only	be	physically	 ready	but	
mentally	ready	as	well.	Throughout	this	
experience	I	continued	to	improve	as	a	
golfer	but	I	also	grew	up	as	a	person.	I	
learned	about	who	I	was	and	Jeff	was	a	

key	part	in	that.
	 In	terms	of	my	swing	I	used	the	natural	
strength	that	I	had	to	create	an	even	longer	
ball	flight,	I	improved	my	putting	stroke	so	
that	it	became	something	that	I	trusted,	I	
became	comfortable	and	creative	around	
the	greens	which	gave	me	the	confidence	
to	score	well,	and	we	developed	a	pre-shot	
routine	that	was	unique	to	my	needs	for	
preparing	to	hit	the	shot.	I	also	learned	
the	importance	of	breaking	down	a	golf	
course	in	a	way	that	best	suits	my	game	
and	gives	me	the	best	chance	shoot	the	
lowest	score	possible.
	 As	a	result	of	what	Jeff	helped	me	to	
accomplish,	I	won	the	state	high	school	as	
a	senior	and	am	currently	playing	golf	at	
Santa	Clara	University.	Jeff	was	the	most	
important	person	in	encouraging	me	and	
being	supportive	through	golf’s	greatest	
joys	but	also	golf’s	disappointments.	Jeff	
helped	me	grow	into	the	person	that	I	am	
today	in	all	areas	of	my	life	and	his	coach-
ing	as	well	as	his	friendship	continues	to	
be	a	great	blessing	in	my	life.
	

Huskies will host 
Pac-10 men’s golf
event this month
 The University of Washington will 
serve as host team for the Pac-10 Men’s 
Golf Championship, April 27-29 at the 
Seattle Golf Club.
 This year’s championship will feature 
some of the top individual golfers and 
teams in the country, as the Pac-10 cur-
rently showcases five teams and seven 
golfers in Golfweek’s top 25 rankings. 
The 15th-ranked Huskies will be one of 
10 teams competing for the title, along 
with defending NCAA West Regional 
champs No. 2 USC, No. 5 Stanford, 2008 
Pac-10 champion No. 9 Arizona State, 
No. 23 Cal and No. 22 UCLA.
 Southern California boasts a pair of 
the countries top collegiate golfers in 
top-ranked Matthew Giles and 2007 
NCAA Champion Jamie Lovermark. The 
Trojans placed third in the NCAA’s. 
 USC’s competition will start with 
Stanford, which boasts a pair of the best 
ball strikers in Joseph Bramlett and Steve 
Zeigler. The Cardinals have yet to win a 
tournament this year, but have consis-
tently finished in the top five. Arizona 
State is led by Stephen Gross and 2008 
Pac-10 Freshman of the Year Jesper Ken-
negard.  
 The Washington Huskies, ranked 15th, 
are enjoying one of their best seasons thus 
far, winning the Husky Invitational in Sep-
tember, and having two Pac-10 Players of 
the Month in Chris Killmer (Sept.) and 
Nick Taylor (Nov.).  The Dawgs finished 
seventh in the 2008 Pac-10 Champion-
ship, while en route to a seventh place 
finish in the NCAA Championship.
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nILe goLf couRse

18 hoLes oPen To The PuBLIc
Exit #177 off I-5,

West 1/4 mile on the right

Tee TIMes:  425-776-5154
check out our website for more coupons: www.nilegolf.com

Two Rounds of Golf 
with a Cart

Maximum of two golfers per coupon.
NOt vALID FOR GROuPS

OF 20 OR MORE
Expires September 30, 2009

weeKenD & hoLIDAYs
18 Holes     $33.00
  9 Holes     $23.00

weeKDAYs
18 Holes     $28.00
  9 Holes     $18.00

SEASON RAtES

eARLYBIRD RATe

18 Holes     $19.00
  9 Holes     $13.00

gooD ALL DAY MonDAY
(excePT hoLIDAYs)

ONLY $74.00
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Women’s golf: One thing about those 
positive golfers, they never say ‘can’t’
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iDear	Kathy
	 I’ve	been	playing	golf	for	over	10	years,		
I	 play	 twice	 a	 week,	 I’ve	 taken	 some	
lessons	in	the	past	and	I	never	seem	to	
get	any	better.		I	have	a	32	handicap	and	
there’s	days	when	by	the	third	hole	I’m	so	
discouraged	that	I	can’t	hit	a	thing.		My	
friends	are	kind	and	try	to	encourage	me,	
but	I	feel	like	I’m	the	only	one	in	our	league	
that’s	not	improving	her	game.		I	know	I	
get	down	on	myself	and	that	doesn’t	help,	
but	it’s	hard	to	smile	when	you’ve	topped	
three	balls	in	a	row!		I’d	give	up	the	game,	
but	I	love	the	walk	and	spending	time	with	
my	friends.		What	do	I	do	when	I’m	out	
on	the	course	and	can’t	hit	a	thing?
Sandra

Dear	Sandra
	 The	 first	 thing	 to	 do	 is	 get	 in	 for	 a	
lesson	 so	 you	 fully	 understand	 what’s	
happening	when	you	top	the	ball.		One	
of	 the	 “legends”	 of	 golf	 is	 that	 you’re	
looking	up	and	trust	me	that	is	a	legend!		
A	good	instructor	and	a	video	lesson	can	
show	you	what’s	really	going	on	in	your	
swing	and	then	follow	up	with	a	drill	that	
will	 help	 you	 to	NEVER	 to	 top	 the	ball	
again.		We	revert	to	old	habits-I	call	them	
defaults-so	 when	 you	 take	 the	 lesson,	
take	notes	and	learn	to	change	the	habit	
with	a	drill	you	can	do	on	the	golf	course	
before	you	swing.		
	 The	second	 thing	you	need	 to	do	 is	
change	 your	 language	 and	 “self-talk”.		
The	minute	you	tell	yourself	you	“can’t”	
do	something	you	will	fulfill	that	promise	
you	just	made	to	yourself.		Everyone	hits	

bad	shots,	professional	golfers	believe	in	
their	hearts	the	next	shot	will	be	terrific!		
After	you’ve	taken	that	lesson,	hit	some	
balls	and	restore	your	confidence.		When	
you’re	hitting	balls	play	“virtual”	golf	see-
ing	yourself	play	golf	hole	by	hole	with	
the	clubs	you	would	use	on	the	course.		

Then	get	out	on	the	course	and	practice	
positive	self-talk.		Before	every	shot	vi-
sualize	yourself	hitting	a	great	shot	and	
say	the	words	to	yourself	“	I’m	going	to	
hit	the	ball	high	and	far	to	the	center	of	
the	fairway-	or	the	flag”.		
	 If	you	were	betting	on	the	two	golfers	
hitting	over	water	and	one	told	herself	she	
was	going	to	hit	the	flag	and	second	told	
herself	that	she	can’t	get	over	the	water,	
which	would	you	bet	on?		Practice	positive	
self	talk	with	EVERY	shot	no	matter	what	
the	last	shot	was	like	and	know	in	your	
head	and	heart	that	the	next	shot	will	be	
great!

	 Kathy	 DeNeui	 is	 an	 LPGA	 teaching	
professional	at	the	Columbi	Super	Range	
in	Everett.

 Since its start in August 2007, Patriot 
Golf Day has captured the hearts and the 
passion of patriots throughout the nation. 
As the golf industry marks its calendar 
for a third Patriot Golf Day campaign, 
September 4-7, 2009, the past year was 
filled with both innovative and remark-
able stories.
  In 2008, Patriot Golf Day raised 
nearly $2 million in donations from thou-
sands of PGA professionals nationwide, 
following an inaugural 2007 campaign 
that yielded donations of more than $1.1 
million.

Patriot Golf Day
set for Sept. 4-7
at U.S. courses
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Maplewood Golf Course in Renton.

Maplewood: Renton golf course decides to
make Friday a weekday; plans more changes
 Maplewood Golf Course in Renton is well 
aware of the slumping economy and finan-
cially difficult times. Along with all busi-
nesses, Maplewood has decided to change 
things up. Beginning in April, regular, senior, 
and junior rates will apply Monday-Friday 
and weekend rates will fall on Saturday, 
Sunday, and Holidays. November through 
March, Maplewood has always run week-
day rates Monday through Friday however 
in-season rates have included Friday as a 
weekend day. 
 “Somewhere along the line the golfing 
world chose to include Friday as a weekend 
day,” said General Manager Kelly Beymer 
“we want to do our part and provide afford-
able rates to everyone!”

 Additionally, in conjunction with The 
RiverRock Grill and Alehouse, Maplewood 
offers a great “Bucket and Bites” special 
which includes a large bucket and choice 
of menu items - Fish & Chips, RiverRock 
Burger or Chicken Quesadillas for only 
$12. The special is available seven days a 
week. The course is trying to find ways to 
get golfers to make a visit.
 Although the winter has been harsh, 
Maplewood came through almost completely 
unscathed. During the heavy rains, the Cedar 
River breached the course and routed itself 
across the fifth fairway and reconnected be-
hind the seventh green. The river left behind 
quite a layer of sediment on the fifth fairway 
but Superintendent Steve Meyers and crew 

worked diligently to get the course back to 
playing condition. Steve is excited about 
two new tee boxes on the 6th and 14th holes 
which will open this spring and give both of 
those holes a new look on tee shots.
 In addition, Maplewood Golf Course has 
been a member of the Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary Program for golf courses(ACSP) 
since 2004, and through its environmental 
stewardship efforts will become a certified 
ACSP golf course this summer!  Only eleven 
golf courses in the state of Washington have 
this distinction. The ACSP for golf courses 
is endorsed by the USGA and assists golf 
courses in preserving and enhancing wildlife 
habitat, and protecting natural resources.
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Rules of the game: Believe it or not, the USGA
does have a heart when it comes to rules situations

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

 There	are	many	golfers	who	often	say	
that	The	Rules	of	Golf	are	unfair,	rigid	and	
unfriendly	 to	 the	 player.	 Many	 golfers	
believe	 that	 the	 Rules	 only	 go	 against	
players,	that	the	Rules	are	designed	to	
penalize	players,	and	that	Rules	Officials	
eagerly	anticipate	the	opportunity	to	“nail”	
a	player	for	a	Rules	violation.
	 Nothing	could	be	farther	from	the	truth,	
I	would	venture	to	say	that	for	every	time	
a	player	is	penalized	by	the	Rules,	another	
player	has	been	saved	a	penalty	by	know-
ing	 the	 Rules.	 And,	 there	 are	 several	
decisions	that	side	with	the	player,	even	
though	a	Rule	may	have	been	broken	or	
a	penalty	could	have	been	assessed.	
A	few	examples:
	 Mark’s	tee	shot	was	found	in	the	fairway	
near	an	out	of	bounds	fence.	He	played	
the	ball,	finished	the	hole	and	played	the	
next	 hole.	While	 playing	 the	next	 hole,	
he	discovered	 that	his	 tee	shot	on	 the	
previous	hole	had	gone	out	of	bounds,	
and	that	an	outside	agency	had	thrown	his	
ball	back	in	bounds.	When	Mark	played	
the	ball	he	found	near	the	out	of	bounds	
fence,	he	played	a	wrong	ball.	When	he	
teed	off	on	the	next	hole,	he	should	have	
been	disqualified	for	failing	to	correct	the	
wrong	ball.	However,	the	USGA,	in	render-
ing	a	decision,	said	that	since	there	was	
no	way	that	Mark	could	have	known	that	
the	ball	had	been	thrown	back	in	bounds	
by	an	outside	agency,	and	since	he	had	
already	teed	off	on	the	next	hole,	there	
should	be	no	penalty,	and	his	score	with	
the	wrong	ball	stands.	
	 Rule	1-3	is	one	of	golf’s	stricter	Rules.	

It’s	called	“Agreement	to	Waive	Rules”,	
and	 it	usually	 refers	 to	match	play.	For	
example,	if	George	and	Dan	are	about	to	
play	a	match	against	each	other,	but	they	
agree	to	tap	down	spike	marks	whenever	
they’re	on	their	lines	of	putt,	they’re	al-
ready	disqualified	for	agreeing	to	waive	a	
Rule	of	Golf.	However,	let’s	assume	that	
George	and	Dan	start	a	match	against	
each	other	with	no	 intention	of	waiving	
any	Rules.	On	the	4th	hole,	Dan’s	ball	is	
on	a	path,	but	they’re	not	sure	whether	
Dan	gets	relief	from	the	path,	or	whether	
the	path	is	an	Integral	Part	of	the	Course,	
from	which	there	is	no	relief.	After	talking	
it	over,	they	agree	that	Dan	should	get	
relief	from	the	path,	and	Dan	takes	relief	
and	drops	his	ball	according	to	Rule	24-
2	(Immovable	Obstructions).		They	later	
discover	 that	 the	 path	 was	 in	 fact	 an	
Integral	Part	of	the	Course.	Should	Dan	
and	George	be	disqualified	for	agreeing	
to	let	Dan	take	relief	from	the	path?	No.	
The	disqualification	penalty	for	agreeing	
to	waive	a	Rule	only	applies	when	both	

players	know	they	are	agreeing	to	waive	
a	Rule.	In	this	case,	Dan	and	George	did	
not	know	that	they	were	breaking	a	Rule,	
and	so	they	are	off	the	hook.	
	 Under	Rule	 18-3b,	 if	 your	 opponent	
(or	 his	 caddie)	 in	 match	 play	 moves,	
purposely	 touches,	or	causes	your	ball	
to	move,	he	gets	a	one-stroke	penalty.		
Frank	 and	 Ted	 were	 playing	 a	 match.	
Frank	was	looking	for	his	ball,	and	then	
found	a	ball	and	said	this	it	was	his.	Ted’s	
caddie	then	found	another	ball	and	picked	
it	up,	thinking	he	had	found	a	stray	ball.	
Frank	then	noticed	that	the	ball	he	found	
wasn’t	his,	and	 then	 it	was	discovered	
that	the	ball	Ted’s	caddie	had	lifted	was	
actually	Frank’s.	Should	Ted	be	penalized	
one	stroke	because	his	caddie	picked	up	
Frank’s	ball?	Because	Ted’s	caddie	was	
under	the	impression	that	Frank	had	found	
his	ball	due	to	Frank’s	statement,	Ted	is	
not	penalized	because	his	caddie	picked	
up	Frank’s	ball.	 Frank	merely	 needs	 to	
replace	his	ball,	and	nobody	receives	a	
penalty.
	 Rule	15-2	states	that	if	you	substitute	a	
ball	during	play	of	a	hole,	other	than	when	
proceeding	under	a	Rule,	you	receive	a	
two-stroke	penalty	 and	 the	 substituted	
ball	becomes	the	ball	in	play.	Ed	and	Russ	
approached	the	putting	green.	Ed’s	cad-
die	 lifted	Russ’	ball	without	permission	
and	marked	it.	Russ	asked	Ed’s	caddie	
to	replace	the	ball.	By	mistake,	the	cad-
die	mistakenly	 replaced	Russ’	ball	with	
another	ball.	Russ	putted	and	holed	the	
ball.	When	he	retrieved	his	ball	from	the	
hole,	he	noticed	that	it	wasn’t	the	ball	that	

he	was	playing.	The	caddie	then	realized	
that	he	had	mistakenly	substituted	another	
ball	 for	Russ’	original	ball.	Russ	should	
have	been	penalized	 two	strokes	 for	a	
substituted	ball,	but,	under	 the	circum-
stances,	he	was	absolved	from	penalty	
due	to	the	unusual	circumstances.
	 These	are	just	a	sampling	of	several	
Decisions	on	the	Rules	of	Golf	that	favor	
a	player	in	unusual	circumstances.
	 Yes,	the	USGA	does	have	a	heart!

	 Mike	 Peluso	 is	 a	 rules	 official	 with	
the	 WSGA,	 PNGA,	 USGA	 and	 other	
groups.
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